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SINGULAR FEMALE CHARACTER. 


HILST S and myfelf (fays the Rev. Mr. Ware 
ner, in his very pleafing publimation, entitled ““ A 
Walk through fome of the Weftern Counties of England,”’) 
were chatting over our tea, at the Shoulder of Mutton Inn, 
in the village of Powlett, in Somerfet, we heard a horfe and 
cart at the door, and foon difcovered a “ thing of fhreds and 
tatters,”” intended for a cert, and drawn by a {mall poney, 
not much larger than a ftout Newfoundland dog. In the 
centre of this machine fat a female figure, brawny but fhort, 
who feemed to have weathered nearly fixty winters. She 
was recounting to a man who ftood by, the labours of her 
little mare, which had dragged her loaded car twelve miles to 
market in the morning, and brought it fafely the fame dif- 
tance through the moor in the evening, when fhe herfelf 
could not difcern the road. As there appeared to be no 
teferve on the part of the lady, S afked her fome 
queftions relative to her hiftory, fituation, and manner of 
mo which fhe readily gave anfwers to the following 
effet :-— 

That the was a native of Huntfpill, in the northern part 
of Somerfetthire, where fhe had always refided, but being 
the fruit of an illicit commerce, had come into the world 
under rather unfortunate circumftances. Born in the poor- 
houfe there, fhe continued for fome time the property ef no 
particular perfon, but a fort of fixture or heir-loom, that 
defcended from one matter to another, without enquiry ar 
Vor. XXXVI, 2 QO regard. 
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regard. The education of a village workhoufe, you know, 
i#-wot ‘very liberal or extenfive ; you will not be furprifed, 
therefore, that Johanna Martin (for that is her name) left it 
for fervice at the age of twelve, with a mind as uncultivated 
as her body was fcantily clothed—the former a_perfeé 
blank, the latter with a wardrobe confifting of one ragged 
gown. The term of her fervitude being expired, Johanna 
married a labourer, and fettled in life. Unluckily (as the 
expreffed herfelf) /he took terribly to breeding, and inthe 
courle of feven years prefented her hufband with as many 
children. Two of them, however, died in their infancy; 
but while fhe was big with an eighth, it pleafed Providence 
to take her hufband from her. Shortly after his death the 
became once more a mother, and found herfelf a widow 
with fix infants, and not a fhilling in the world to feed them 
with. In this dilemma Johanna applied for relief to the 
officer of the parifh; but “ they relieved no out-paupers, 
though they had no obje&tion to receive the children into 
the poor-houfe.” Johanna had herfelf experienced the 
comforts of this mamfion, and was not prejudiced enough 
in its favour to truft her offspring there; the therefore de- 
clined the offer, and determined to depend upon nothing but 
Providence and her own aétivity for the fupport of her nu- 
merous family. But no common exertion was fufficient for 
this. ‘ For many a long momth, gentlemen,” faid he, 
have I rifen daily at two o’clock in the morning, done 
what was needful for the children, gone eight and ten miles 
on foot to a market witha large bafket of pottery-ware on 
my head, fold it, and returned again with the profits before 
noon.” By this more than horfe-like labour, Johanna, in 
the courfe of a twelvemonth, amalled the fum of one guinea 
anda half; when, being under the neceffity of quitting her 
cottage, fhe refolved to build an houfe tor herfelf. But 
though a famoisarchktted, anda very good workman, the 
undertaking was too great for her individual labour; the 
theretore hired a man of the place to aflift in the building, 
and to work they went. 

You will hardly fuppofe that Johanna’s riches were fo 
great as to form an objett of plunder ; but nothing is beneata 
the notice of petty villainy ; the one pound eleven fhillings 
and fixpence were yet untouched, being referved to detray 
the expences of building. Her treacherous coadjutor had 
marked the fpot in which the treafure, carefully wrappe 
» rag, had been depofited ; and one fatal morning, 
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the villain feized the little depofit, and decamped, taking 
with him at the fame time a few planks which had been pro, 
vided for the intended building. 

Can you conceive a difappointment more fevere than 
that which the poor widow muft have experienced-on ree 
turning to her plundered dwelling? Or pi€ture to yourfelfa 
fituation more likely to have produced the gloom and lift- 
leffnefs of defpair? But our heroine’s mind was above thé 
reach of fortune, and fuperior to the attacks of cafualty, 
“ To be fure,” faid the “ I did curfe the rafcal that robbed 
me, a little; but knowing that fretting would not bring the 
money back again, I wouldn't wafte tears about the matter. 
Belides, I had not leifure to grieve; the children wanted 
bread, and I was the only perfon to provide for them. i 
determined, therefore, to work harder than ever for fome 


time, and to let the cottage alone, till I had gotten a little 


before-hand, and then to finith it my/elf, that I might not be 
robbed a fecond time. To be fure, the children and I were 
obliged to fleep for feveral weeks in the fhell of the tene- 
ment, with no other covering (for it was not roofed) than a 


dew-board ;* but ‘twas fummer time, and for the matter of 
. A 
that, we were warm enough, for all fix flept in one bed, 


“ Well, gentlemen,” continued fhe, “ with the affiftance 
of a good God, I was able at laft to finifh my cottage, which 
(though I fay it myfelf) is a very tight little place; and 
afier fome time, having faved another trifle, I bought the old 
cart lam now in, and the little poney you fee, with which 
(though I only gave half-a-guinea for ber) I would not part 
for the beft fitty thillings that ever were told. I wanted 


them bad enough, for what with /martyh work, and not very 


good living, 1 began to find my legs give out; and that I 
could not walk thirty miles a day now fo well as I walked 
them twenty years ago. With thefe however, I am able to 
carry pottery to the different market-towns round about, 
and drive a pretty brifkith trade. “To be fure I be’nt very 
rich, but what I have is all of mv own getting. I never 
begged a halfpenny of any fouls I brought up my children 
without the help of the overfeers; I can now live without 
being obliged to them; I maintain myfelf, and don’t care a 
farthing fos the Pope or Keefer (Czefar.)” Saying this, 
Dame Johanua Martin fmacked her whip, and drove of, 
leaving us in admiration of a charaéter equally rare and ex: 
2032 emplary 


* A few temporary planks thrown acrofs the cottage, from wall 
ta wall, to defend them from the dews of night. 
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emplary—a mind unconquerable by difafter ; a {pirit which 
preferred contending with difficulties almoft unparalleled. 
rather than to fubmit to the fhackles of dependence. 

What might not have been expeéed from a charaéter like 
this, had its advantages been greater, and its {phere of aétion 
more enlarged? Birth and education might have raifed 
Johanna to an equality with the far-famed Semiramis of the 
ancient world, or the celebrated Catharine of modern times, 
She might have headed armies, and addreffed fenates ; have 
feattered {miling plenty over diftant nations, and given 
equal laws toan hemifphere. But on the other hand, power- 
ful talents like her’s might alfo have been perverted. She 
might have ruled the kingdoms witha rod of iron; have let 
loofe the dogs of war o’er half the globe; have raifed her 
glory on the deftruétion of her fubjefts ; and cemented the 
fabric of her power with blood and injuftice. Providence 
therefore, in its wifdom, allottedto Johanna a “ deftiny ob- 
{cure ;” but bade her, even in this ignoble ftation, not to be 
without her ufe 3 exemplifying in her little hiftory the cer. 
tain happy confequences of a pious truft in and dependence 
upon the goodnefs of God, feconded by invincible perfe. 
verance, and the diligent exertion of thofe faculties which 
it has pleafed our Creator to beftow upon us. 





ON POPULAR VERSATILITY. 


To the EDITOR, 

SIR, 
T is the opinion of all divines and moral writers, that the 
great events which are every day pafling before our eyes, 
the awful viciflitudes to which nations and individuals have 
been expofed, and the many fad changes and chances of this 
mortal life which the laft eight or ten years have produced, 
ought to call for ferious thought and confideration. And 
fuch, 1 confefs, appears to be the natural tendency of thole 
ftupendous revolutions we have witneffed; but, I don't 
know: how it is, another theory and another praétice have 
generally obtained; and if I were afked why revolutions 
were attempted, and wars entered into, I fhould be almoft 
inclined to anfwer, that the only ufe of them was, to furnith 
intelligence for new{papers, and converfation for our focial 

tables, 

Converfation, as far as mews are concerned, feems now 
an important article, and may juftly be ranked among the 
neceflaries | 
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necéflaries of life. War, famine, and peftilence, the overs 
throw of governments, and the invafion of nations, are the 
ingredients which compofe this pabulum, this bread of life, 
and we are far more interefted in the quantity than the 
quality of its compofition, The eafe and indifference with 
which we difcufs the events of a mail, or the contents of a 

Gazette, the litthe impreffion they leave, and the eagernefs 
which follows for another and another entertainment of the 
fame kind, all confpire to eftablith. the faft, and what paffes 
in this world is of no other ufe than to ¢alk about, 

Battles in former days were probably obje&s of fome 
confideration, but their frequency has déeftroyed their confe- 
quence. What is common is unvalued. Men talk of a 
battle, in which ten thoufand have been left on the field, 
with the eafe and compofure they would defcribe the 7eview 
of as many troops on a holiday: it is merely an article 
which fills up a certain {pace in a newfpaper, and a pro. 
portionate {pace in -converfation, but its hold upon the 
the mind and memory is exceedingly weak. It gives place 
toa boxing match at Barnet, a mafquerade at Brighton, or 
aduel in Hyde-park between two beings whofe names were 
probably never hedrd of before. The preliminaries of 
peace are frequently loft in atreaty of marriage, and a rap- 
ture between two powerful fates is obliterated by the la 
elopement, or an aétion for crim, con, As much “* thought 
and confideration” is given to the merits of a new opera, 
as to the report of a frefh negociation; and the fale of a 
villa and the difmemberment of a kingdom are perufed with 
equal gravity. 

But it will be faid, that the events on the Continent are 
diftant; we hear only of them; a battle of twenty hours 
duration is thruft into a paragraph of twenty lines; brevity 
checks the feelings; there is nothing foft, touching, fenti- 
mental in our Gazettes ; they are not written on the plan of 
fenfibility ; they are matters of fa&, and have none of that 
impreflive melancholy which is fo elegantly diffufed over a 
novel or aromance. In a word, itis all hearing, weje 
Rothing ; and the poet has faid, 


 Segnius irritant animos demiffa per aurem, 
$s > ’ 22 
Quam qua funt oculus fubjeda fidelibus. 


There is fomething in this—ocular demonftration feems 
neceflary to excite the feclings of a certain clafs of people. 


A fingle dead body in the ftreets of a perfon murdered by 
ruffians, 
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rufhans, or killed by accident, would excite more compaffion 
than the mention of the fuburbs of Ifmail, or the plain of 
Marengo. But, onthe other hand, there is fome little con. 
tradiftion here. The writings above alluded to, famed as 
they are for exciting “ the tear of pity,” confine their 
jnfluences moftly topaper. A diftreffed obje@ in the fireets, 
a cold thivering female, or a houfelefs orphan, are in general 
Jeft to the humanity of parifh-officers. They want tha 
dignity of diftrefs which the novel-writer knows how to 
bellow ; they wang that “ elegant languor, {peaking eyes,a 
certain fomething that betokens better days, a faint flufh on 
the pallid cheek,” and all the drapery and decorations of 
heroic misfortune, And hence it is that in teal life we 
are fo little accuftomed to think “ on the folitary cottage, 
the dying parent, and the weeping orphan.” 

But if the abfence and diflance of the affairs of this 
eventful period be the caufe why we confider them as objets 
of conyerfation rather than of ¢hougAt, Jet us look at thole 
circumftances which are more immediately before our eyes. 
Jt is not Jong fince the profpeét of famine fared us inthe 
Jace; all the necefJaries of life advanced to fo higha price, 
that they might well be confidered as luxuries. It mg 
have then been fuppofed, that we fhould be ferioufly i- 
preled with the contemplation of want and {carcity, and 
that other objefts would appearof very inferior importance; 
that eveu the events of the war would be lefs snterefting; 
‘and that, above all, public and private amulements would 
be fufpended, or at leaft viewed as ill-timed and improper. 

I declare, Sir, that among a pretty extended cucle, 
after much obfervaiion of what was pafling around me, I 
Saw nothing of all this. The fearcity and want took their 
places in converfation with other topics, but never wef 
permitted to intrude farther, or attempt to monopolize the 
chat of the day. The price of meat came in fora 
fhare, but was not allowed to interfere with the thape of 2 
bonnet, or the colour of a ribbon. The fearcity of corn 
Was not wenoticed, but it was not allowed to interrupt! 
hift of five hundred vifitors at Lady Syuander’s rout. 
long abfence of a mail during the froft might give mort 
room furthe condition of the poor, but # was not allowed to 
check the progrefs of the French, nor divert our attention 
from the extreme fplendour of the laft new ballet. Its 
not only necetlary that converfation thould be fall, puta 


that at fhould be varzeus ; and I need not tell any cout 
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which may occafionally be left, by a Hamburgh mail. In 
confequence, therefore,’ of confidering the hardnefs of 
the times” merely as an obje& for converfation, we were 
enabled to preferve the outward afpe& and features of 
fociety, undifturbed and unrufled. Our workhoufes were 
full indeed, but fo were our play-houfes; and diftrefs was 
every-where proved to exift, but no-where feen. As the 
fummer advanced, and while the markets of London kept 
up their high prices, thoufands fled to the watering places, 
where the additional rates of living might give a poignancy 
to their remarks on the “ hard times,” and where the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer might learn, that, while they 
complained of any taxes which he might impofe, they had no 
obje@ion to every other {pecies of impofition. 

it isthis habit of turning every thing out of the thoughts, 
and tato converfation, which renders the office of prime- 
minifter tolerably ealy; he knows that after the people have 
been allowed their full fwing i in talking, they will pafs on to 
another fubjedt, and wuty ali former .animofities. 1 can 
remember the turbulent days of John Wilkes ;—the coun- 
try has never been fo convu ilfed fince; the méstopolis never 
fo outraged ;—I then — it all talk ; Ithink fo ftill :— 
not an atom remains of the © fpirit, good or bad, -which it 
excited. Every topic has its day. Now, inde ed, topics 
croud fo falt upon us, that an Aour is fufficient. The ba. 
lance of “oe muft not take more time than that of a rope- 
dancer. 

It may be fa - that news come fo rapidly as to afford little 
time for reflection, if people were difpofed to indulge it. 
When pec »ple are really ditpo ofed for reflection » they are fel. 
dom ata lols for time. But there is fome truth in the rapid 
occurrence of news, and when we take into th account the 
many other articles of converfation which require to be 
kept up, it is wonderful how one peor head can fupport the 
whole. What is doing in Italy muft not divert us from the 


Operafions in nigtidem ol ror m1 uff the incunftancy of a 
Rufhaa morareh interfere w ith the frailty of a nobleman’s 
lady. Wht is doing in the court of Vienna may be worth 
telking abSur, but we muft not forget the lait damages given 


inthe court of King’s-Bench. The rapid motion of Ge. 
neral Moreau may have its turn; but the Brighton races are 
valuable, from the croud they attratted, and the fport they 
affurded. Even in humble life , the election of a Pope muit 
ge halves with the choofing of a conftable ; and TI know that 
Lady ———, who is extremely anxious for the fafety . her 
OR 
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fon who went out with the expedition, has never ceafed to 
talk of the Countefs of ’s rout, which was fpitefully 
fixed for the fame night as her own. 

A friend of mine who has perufed thefe lines propofes, 
that in order to give time for Pomeroy a total ftop thould be 
put to newfpapers for a week. But, befides the impraéti. 
bility of this fcheme, I am doubtful whether, if poffible, it 
would anfwer the purpofe. It could not interrupt reports; 
and, for all the ufes and ends of converfation, reports are as 
acceptable as authentic intelligence. Indeed, very much 
that paffes under the latter title, belong rather to the former, 
And as to “ flopping people’s mouths,” I confider it as 
tantamount to annihilation, which is a very abfurd doétrine. 
Befides, there is a convenience in reports, which my friend 
does not feem to be aware of, and that is, that in cafe of a 
{carcity, every man can manufaéture his own, and draw 
upon his imagination for the deficiency of his intelligence. 

Notwithftanding I have hitherto ftated that al! the events of 
this mortal ftate feem to be of no other ufe than as affording 
matter for converfation, inftead of exciting that “ ferious 
thought and converfation,” which divines and moralifs 
secommend, I would not have it fuppofed that there are 
none who refle& upon this eventful period in a more ufeful 
manner, and who confider thofe ftupendous revolutions in 
kingdoms and flates with an eye to him who is the great Go. 
vernor of the World. I truft there are many fuch, and if it 
is not prefumption, I fhould hope that what I have advanced 
may be a means of increafing their number. 

I am, Sir, your’s, 


A RECLUSE, éut no Monk, 








INTERESTING TRIALS. 
OLD BAILEY SESSIONS, 
FRIDAY, Sept. 19. 


ARY CANNON was indifted for a highway robbery, 
in taking from the perfon of Edward Murphy a filver 
waich, on the 23d of Auguft laft. 

Edward Murphy faid, he was going along a fireet that 
crofies from Lewkner’s Lane towards Holborn, on the 23d of 
Augutt laft, about eleven o’clock at night ; he was met by the 
prifoner ; he knew her perfeflly well, having {een her {e- 
) yeral 
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veral times ; fhe afked him what o’clock it was ? He had 
his little child in his hand;. be put him by, took out his 
watch, and told her, and then returned his watch into his 
fob, on which fhe laid hold of the ribbon, which was faf- 
tened to it inftead of a chain, and fnatched it away from him 
at once; at the fame moment a man came up, and afked him 
what he had to do with the woman? and then knocked him 
down ; upon which the woman, with whom the profecutor 
was then ftruggling, took the opportunity of running away. 
It wasavery dark night. He faw and apprehended the pri- 
foner onthe Sunday morning. 

The watch was found the next day in the kennel hard by 
this place, by a foldier’s wife, whe gave it to her hufband, 
and who fold it to a man at Deptford, for a guinea,. and who 
afterwards produced it tothe profecutor, who {wore to its 
being his, and faid his neceffities had fince made him pawn 
the cafe of it. . 

The prifoner faid that the profecutor had been quarrelling 
and fighting with fome of his own countrymen in the ftreet, 
and fhe went up to fee what was the matter, and he accufed 
her of Realing his watch, 

Mr. Baron Hotham obferved to the jury, that the fa& of 
this woman having ftolen the watch, was fo proved as to be 
hardly difputable, unlefs they difbelieved the whole of the 
profecutor’s tory, which was not oppofed by any evidence. 
The only doubt in the cafe was, “* Whether this aé&t of taking 
the watch, was a highway robbery or not ?” Inhis opinion 
it was not, in point of law, ahighway robbery. If the man 
had fruggled with the woman before fhe had got poffeffion 
of the watch, and at the inftant fhe was pulling it out of his 
fob, and fhe had by force taken it in the ftruggle, that would 
have amounted to a highway robbery; the aé of taking by 
force would have been then compleat; but as he did not 
flruggle with her till fhe had the watch in her poffeflion, it 
was not an a€t compleat in the fenfe or meaning of highway 
robbery. It wasa fnatch, and is like the {natching a hat off 
one’s head, or bundle under the arm, on the fudden, before 
any refiflance is made ; and that had been held, in point of 
law, not to amount to highway robbery, although there was 
no doubt at all of its being felony. 

The jury, after fome deliberation, found the prifoner— 
Not Guilty. 

Bsa Baron Hotham.—* You have had avery narrow 
elcape.”’ 


Vo.. XXXVI, 2? CLEREEN. 




















































THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 
CLERKENWELL SESSIONS, 
Fripay, September 19. 


ANDREW MITCHELL was brought to the bar, and 
charged with ftealing from the hot-houfe of Mr. Frafer, at 
Hefton, in the county of Middlefex, feveral foreign exotic 
plants, which were ftated in the indi&tment to be of the value 
of ten-pence. 

This a€tion was extremely interefting, and of confiderable 
importance. It appeared, from the evidence on the part of 
the profecution, that Mitchell was head gardener to Mr. 
Frazer ; that in February or March laft he defired the under 
gardener, Chapman, to carry two pots of Amaryllis For. 
mofiffima,’and two pots of other exotics, to a perfon of the 
name of Dighton, who is a market gardener, and who has 
alfo the care of the pleafure-grounds of a Mr. Child, near 
Hefton ; that about two months ago fome difpute took place 
between young Mr. Frafer and Mitchell; that the former 
had feen Chapman carrying away the exotics, and that when 
the difpute took place he told his father the circumftance, 
who immediately queftioned Chapman on the fubje&. He 
hefitated at firft; but by Mitchell’s own defire he afterwards 
told the whole tranfaétion, and that he had aéted by 
Mitchell’s orders. Mitchell on being charged with the fae, 
at once confeffed it, and at.the fame time juftified his con- 
du& by ftating that it was the cuftom of all gardeners, and 
that gardens could not be kept in order without its being 
allowed. Chapman ftated that he had brought nothing from 
Dighton in return for thefe exotics except a few cabbage- 
plants arid fome cucumber-plants, which were applied tothe 
ufe of Mr. Frafer. 

Mr. Frafer depofed, that he confidered the plants as fcarce 
and valuable; that he had never granted any liberty to his 
gardener to difpofe of any plants reared in his hot-houfes 
or gardens; that he would never have fuffered fuch a thing; 
that it was the bufinefs of his gardener to raife cabbage and 
cucuniber-plants, and that if he negleéted to do fo, it was his 
own faalt, and that he was bound to procure them. 

The defenee made was, not that thefe plants were not taken 
and difpofed of in the manner fpecified in the indittment, 
but that it was the praétice of all gentlemen’s gardeners to 
accommodate each other in a fimilar manner; and they did 
this openly and without fufpicfon that it was wrong, and that 
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therefore the offence charged in the indi&tment could not be 
a felony as it was laid in that indiétment to be. 

Dighton, the gardener, to whom thefe plants were given, 
fiated, that he ‘had received them ; that he gave no money for 
them; that he gave nothing to Mitchell perfonally, but 
confidered the aft merely as an af of friendfhip and good 
neighbourhood ; that from the time at which Mr. Frafer 
came to Hefton he had been in the habit of having fimilar 
tranfaétions with all his gardeners ; and that he was fure that 
he had given Mr. Frafer’s gardeners more than equal value 
of plants of different kinds than ever he had received from 
them; that he had always underftood this mutual exchange 
to be allowed to gardeners by gentlemen when they entrufted 
them with the management of their gardens; that as to the 
value of thefe plants, they were now become common, and, 
comparatively, of {mall value; that the Chinefe plant which 
had been moft infifted on, threw out fucha number of fhoots 
that it could not be fcarce; that it was eafily reared, and that 
laft week he had thrown away more than a hundred plants of 
it. 

—— Stewart, gardener to Mr. Angerftein at Blackheath, 
ftated, that it was the univerfal praétice of all gentlemen’s 
gardeners to accommodate -each other in the manner that 
Mitchell and Dighton had done; that many gentlemen ab- 
lowed it; that he knew Sir Jofeph Banks, Mr. Angerftein, 
Mr. Allen, and Mr. Hibbert to be among this number ; that 
as to the value of the plants, he was fure that a pot of cur 
cumber-plants in February would fell, were it to be bought, 
at double the price that any of the plants given by Mitchell 
to Dighton would bring at the fame feafon. 

Mr. Mainwaring, the Chairman, afked this witnefs to f{pe- 
cify any inftance in which Sir Jofeph Banks’s gardener had 
difpofed of plants without his mafter’s permiffion.—The 
witnefs faid, he knew of no inftance of this, but that he 
knew that Sir Jofeph Banks had given plants to other gene 
tlemen. 

He was then afked to {pecify any‘inftance in which a 
gentleman gave his gardener a general permiffion to a& in 
this manner.—He mentioned Mr. Angerftein, and Mr. Hib- 
bert of Clapham ; and added, that when gentlemen wifhed to 
preferve the fhoots of plants, or to rear as many as poflible 
of them, they prohibited their gardeners from giving away 
any of hin: ; and when fuch a prohibition i is‘made, he, for 
his part, moft affuredly would not give away any. But the 
general practice is, to exchange the furplys of one — 
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wih anotber who wants it for his furplus of another, and 
the exchange is in general difcretionary with the gardener, 

There were ten other gardeners to prove the fame fa, but 
the court was of opinion that it was unneceffary te ill 
them, as the praétice would not the lefs be felony becaufe it 
was geneml, and as the cuflom was fufficiently proved to go 
in mitigation of punifhment. 

Mr. Mainwaring, in fuinming up the evidence, Sated jt 
clearly as his opinion thatthe faét was proved, and that the 
prifoner ought to be brought in guilty of felony, as, except 
fome reiiraint were laid ypon fervams difpefing of they 
mafler’s property, no part of it could be fecure; the butler 
maght difpofe of the wine and the coachman of the horfes, 
as he imagined that another butler or coachman needed 
them; the gardener, inftead of plants and. Qowers, might 
thufe to give away choice fruits or fruit-trees, and the mafer 
might thus be defrauded toa great extent, _Atthe fame time,a 
the man did not feem to have afted from bad motives, as his 
-condu@ was fanftioned by cuftom, and as he might be igno- 
rant that he was aéting contrary to Jaw, the fentence of the 
court would be as mild as pofhible upor him, fhould he be 
found guilty.~But if after this any perfon fhould be 
brought before the court for a fimilar offence, it would be thew 
Quty to inflié a much feverer punifhment. 

The jury found the prifoner Guilty, and the court feo- 
acnced him to one month’s imprifunment. 








HISTORY of Sr. STEPHEN’s CHAPEL, 


HERE is no contemplation that imparts a higher degree 

of fatisfaétion and delight, than that Which prefents to 

the mind images of ancient and departed fplendour, Who 
can behold the remains of the once magnificent cities of 
Palmyra and Byzantipm, without experiencing the wok 
lively emotion ? The palaces of’ monarchs long fince de- 
ceafed, and the facred temples of Heaven mouldering todufl, 
or perverted from the original purpoles for which they were 
reared, impart to the contemplative mind an awful leflon on 
ehe mutability of human grandeur. E 
If refearches like thefe are the fource of the moft legit- 
mate fentiments that can elevate the mind of man, it cannot 
but be extremely gratifying to our curious, as well as philo- 
fophbic readers, if we prefent them with a brief accouat of 


that celebrated buildint, in which the Commons of Boaeod 
1ave 
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have long held their fittings. . Whatever tends to.clucidate 
the hiftory. and antiquities ofa place where the deflinies of 
guillions.are decided, needs no apology for prefeuting it to 
the public. 

The royal palace, at Weltminfer, is admitted to have been 
built by Rufus ; but it appears by Stowe, who isa yery ac- 
curate chronicler, that the religious ftruciure called the Col- 
Jegiate Chapel of Wefllminfter, wag erected by King Stephen, 
in honour of St. Stephen, the protomartyr, King Edward 
the Fir2 fecms to have re-built it, for inthe 20ch year of his 
teign, on the 28th of April, 1292, the works of the new 
chapel, at Weftmintler, were begun, and were, continued for 
more than a period of two years. An account of the ex- 
pences of thefe operations, and the amount of the weekly 
payments, are preferved in rolls fill rema.ntng in the Ex- 
cheguer. “Thefe curious rolls contain the articles purchaled 
within the week, and the daily payments of the workmen of 
every denomination.. The firft roll is that entuled—Primus 
Rotulus de operationidus, primo fads pro Capella Siephanz 
tm palaiio Wefimouafierio, Jn honore Da, berate Marie 
Virginis, & beati Stephani incipiente. Rotulus de mis B 
expenfis fadis ctrca fundamentum Capelle Regis ix fuo Pa- 
latio apud Wejlmonajierro per manus. Magijlri Michaelis de 
Contuaria Cementaru videlicet a die lune proximo poft 
deflum San@a Maria Evangelifli wcefiimo ofavo, die menfs 
Aprilts, anno Regni Regis Edward, filii Regis Henricz, 
wcefimo, The feveral articles bought are then flated—then 
follow the payments of the workmen ; they are too minute 
to be here enumeraied—but thefe are apparent. 

It appears that the pay of the carpenters was 5d. a dar, 
that of the other workmen 3}d. fome 3d. and others only 
ot, 

Although the weekly expences were but trifling, the 
amount of the whole muft have been confiderable, from the 
length of time employed in completing the building. Whe- 
ther Edward the Firft com pleted it or not, we are uninformed ; 
but if he did, it fhould feem that his labours proved abor- 
tive, for we are informed by the fame accurate chronicles, 
Stowe, that, on the 29th of March, 1298, a vehement fire 
being kindled in the leffer hall of the King’s Palace, the 
flames thereof, being driven by the wind, fired the monatflery 
adjoining the palace, and confumed the whole together. 

The building was not reflored during this reign—In faét, 
the wars in which Edward I, was engaged in Scotland, neither 
allowed him time to renew his labours, mor bad he wealth 

fufficient 
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fufficient to beftow on fuch a work ; and in the weak and 
turbulent reign of Edward II. it was not likely it thould 
have been undertaken ; but in the fucceeding reign it appears 
again to have engaged the royal attention. 

On the 27th of May, 133°, inthe 4th of Edward III. the 
works were again commenced. 

The Comptroller’s Rolls for three years of that period are 
preferved in the King’s Remembrancer’s Office. They are 
entitled, Nova Capella Sandi Stephaniinfra Palatium, 

Among other things, there is an item—"* To John Dene, 
merchant, of Caen, for 400 ftones of Caen, called goblets, 
for the new chapel of St. Stephen.’”—The charge is at the 
rate of 41. per hundred. 

It is evident the chapel was not finifhed for feveral years 
afterwards ; for we find it recited in a charter of 22d Ed. 
ward III. that he had then completed the rebuilding of the 
chapel which his predeceffor, King Stephen, had firft erefted 
to the honour of Almighty God, the bleffed Virgin Mary, 
and to the memory of Saint Stephen ; and he ordains i 
thenceforth to be a collegiate chapel, and fettles liberal en- 
dowments.on it. 

This charter is preferved in the Tower of London; it is 
in Latin ; andthe motives which induced ‘King Edward III. 
to rebuild and endow the chapel, are expreffed with peculiar 
elegance and neatnefs. Our limits will not allow us to give 
it ; but the curious reader will find it in Rymer’s Federa, or 
in Sir William Dugdale’s Monafticon. 

It appears, that even in the 24th Edward III. it was not 
completely finifhed; for, fubfequent to that period, there 1S 
an appointment to Hugh de St. Albans, matter of the painters 
for the works, authorifing him to chufe as many painters 2 
he could find in Middlefex, Eflex, Kent, Surrey, and Suffex, 
to finifh the decorations. 

There is alfo alike appointment to John Atheln to procure 
painters in various other counties. ; 

Inthe 27th Edward III. there was another appointment to 
William de Walfingham to procure more painters and work- 
men. 

On the 1ft of January, 1353, Edward III. granted to the 
Dean and Canons of the Collegiate Chapel a {pot of ground 
extending to the Thames, whereon to build cloitters. He 
alfo made a grant of feveral houfes in the neighbourhood, 
and he vefted feveral manors for the endowment of the cole 
bege in John Duke of Lancafter, as truftee. 
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He alfo erefted: a clochard, or bell-tower, for the ufe of 
the college, and placed three great bells in it. 

It appears that Canons ufed to have their habitations in the 
cloifters. 

Dr. John Chambers, the laft Dean, built a cloifter of 
curious workmanfhip, the expence of which was eleven 
thoufand marks. 

The College of St. Stephen was valued at its fuppreffion 
at 1085], 10s. 5d. and was -furrendered in the firft year of 
Edward VI. A lift of the Deans and Canons may be feen 
in Newcourt’s Repertorium. 

The chapel of St. Stephen was foon afterwards fitted up 
for the meeting of the Houfe of Commons, which had before 
ufually affembled in the Chapel-houfe of the Abbey of 
Weftminfter ; and it has fince continued to be appropriated 
tothe fame ufe tothe prefent time. 





A new Method of preferving Butterflies and Moths. 


HIS method confifts in fixing the plumage of the wings 
on paper, fo as to fhew both their upper and under fides, 
without injuring the colour. 

The cement made ufe of is prepared in the following man- 
ner: toathick, clear, and colourlefs folution of gum Arabic, 
in cold diftilled water, add a little alum and common falt, to 
take off its luftre when dry. This fluid, when thinly fpread 
on ftiff writing paper, is capable of detaching with great 
eafe, and fixing without injury, the plumage of the wings of 
butterflies that are applied to it; thefe, however, ought to be ° 
frefh, in order to fucceed completely. The mode of opera- 
ting isto double a half ftheet of ftiff paper, and on one fide 
of the fold to cover with the cement, by means of a fhort 
camel hair brufh, a {pace equal to the fize of the butterfly. 
The infeét is to be gently laid onthe cement with a pair of 
Pincers, and on the correfponding part of the other fold an 
equal {pace is to be covered withthe cement: the paper being 
now doubled, and gently preffed with the palm of the hand, 
is to be laid in a few fheets of foft paper, and fubjeéted fora 
few minutes to the moderate aétion of acommon prefs ; open 
the paper carefully, and take off, with the point of a pen- 
knife, the membranous part of the wings, and on the oppolite 
fides of the paper will be found the upper and under furface 
of the wings in all their brilliancy : the feet and body fhould 
be 
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be reprefented by dn accarate copy of the original, and then 
the infect is complete, and may be preferved ia this flaté many 
years without material injury. 





Columbus, not Amerigo Vefpucci, ihe Difcoverer of Ame- 
rica. 


TOT long after America had been found out by Co. 
lumbus, Amerigo Vefpucci, a Florentine gentleman, 
accompanied a certain navigatorthither. In what {tation he 
ferved is uncertain, but as he was an experienced failor, and 
eminently fkilfal in all the fciencés fubfervientto navigation, 
he muft have acquired fome authority among his companions, 
for they willingly allowed him to have a chief thare in di- 
reGting their operations during the voyage. Soon after his 
return, he tran{mitted an account of his adventures and dif. 
overies to one of his countrymen, and labouring with the 
vanity of a traveller to magnify his own exploits, he had the 
addref{s and confidence to frame his narrative fo, as to make ity 
appear that he had the glory of having firft difcovered the 
continent in the New World. 

Amerigo’s account was drawn up not only with art but 
with fome elegance. It contained an amufing hiltory of his. 
voyage, and judicious obfervations upon the natural produc- 
tions, the inhabitants, and the cuftoms of the countries which 
he had vifited. As it wasthe firft defcription of any part of 
the New World that was publifhed, a performance fo well 
calculated to gratify the pafhon of mankind, for what is new 
and marvellous, circulated rapidly, and was read with admi- 
ration. The country of which Amerigo was fuppofed to be 
the difcoverer, came, gradually, to be called by his name. The 
caprice of mankind, often as unaccountable as unjuit, has 
perpetuated this error. By the univerfal confent of nations, 
America is the name beftowed on this new quarter of the 
globe. 

The bold pretenfions of a fortunate impoftor have robbed 
he difcoverer of the New World of a diftinétion which be- 
ynged to him. 

The name of Amerigo has fupplanted that of Columbus, 
and mankind may regret an aét of injultice, which, having 
received the fanétion of time, it is now too late to redrels. 
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An ANECDOTE. 


HEN Reinhold Forfter returned from England, he 
had fcarcely been a few hours in a great trading 
town of the north of Germany, when he was invited to din- 
ner by a rich merchant, celebrated for his knowledge and be- 
neficence. He went there, and was aftonifhed at the princely 
luxury he faw. The following morning he called upon the 
merchant again, told him, full of confidence, that he was in 
a great perplexity, and entreated him to advance him two 
hundred dollars, that he and his family might be able to con. 
tinue theirjourney. “* I find your demand very fingular,”’ 
replied the merchant, and I know you too little, Sir, to truft 
you with money.” “ But yefterday,” cried Forfter, “ you 
fpent three times as much in a banquet, and to day you re- 
fufe to draw an honeft man, with his wife and children, 
from the moft prefling embarraffment by a trifle!’”” The 
merchant at laft gave him half the fum he afked. 





Anfwer, by 7. B. M. of Wareham, to W. Harris's Charade, 
inferted June 23. 


Think your lines do plainly fhew 
WHEAT-EAR’s the bird you had in view. 

*x*® We have received the like anfwer from T. Whicker, 
and R. Thomas, of Exeter; M. P. of Briftol; W. Bick. 
ham, jun. of Caftle Cary ; Serjeant Whittle, of the Upway 
Volunteers; Serjeant Ath, of the Exminfter Volunteers; 
Philom, of Teingmouth; G. Coulman, of Broadhempiton; 
R. Champion, near Caftle Cary ; and J. Field, of Staverton. 





Anfwer, by R. Andrews, of Kingforidge, to 7. Collins’s Cha. 


rade, inferted June 30, 


MATCH is equal I prefume, 
And for inferior—LESS afiume ; 
Thefe parts when join’d have always made 
What doth explain the whole charade. 
¢r We have received the like anfwer from J. R. Toul- 

min; R. Thomas, and T. Whicker, of Exeter; Serjeant 
Ath, of the Exminfter Volunteers; and William Rennels, of 
Barnitaple. 


Vor. XXXVI. 2Q A CHA- 
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A CHARADE, éy W. England, of Lyme, 


Vv say , ’ . ° 
W HIEN Mars has flrew’d with human gore the plain, 
A 


ud defolation waves her angry fpear, 
My firft is feen among the mangled flain, 
And adds but horror to the liftening ear. 


My fecond ftands expos’d to angry fkies, 
And yields the feeble fight its friendly aid: 
Judicious youths, thefe parts if yon devife, 
A Britifh town will furely be difplay’d. 


A REBUS, by T. Jarvis, of Malborough, 
PONTANEOUS hymns of gratitude fhould flow 


From ev’ry hurnan tongue for bleflings given ; 
Then let my firft, who’ve felt diftrefs and. woe, 
With grateful hearts repeat their thanks to Heav’n. 


Nay let us all ovr benefactors blefs, 

And praife his name, who deals with lib’ral hand— 
Who crowns my ufefil fecond with fuccefs, 

And pours abundance o’er a finful land. 


Upheld and govern’d by his mighty power, 
Succefhvely the varied feafons roll ; 

Then may my fpacious third his name adore, 
E’en from the equator to each frozen pole. 


When I o’er nature’s works attentive gaze, 
Or raife my contemplative thoughts above, 
And view the countlefs worlds my next difplays, 
I'm fill’ d-with awe, aftonifhment, and love! 


The inquiring fage, who courts the filent hour, 
And lifts my next to aid his wond’ring eyes, 
Difcovers millions undifcern’d before, 
Darting their glories from remoter {kies. 


And while in perfeét hamony they feem 
To move around this fublunary ball, 

They, in expreflive filence fing of him 
Whois the Author and the End of All, 


Come ye, my laft, and join this radiant choir, 
Proclaim his goodnefs with unfeigned hearts ; 
And evermore his boundlefs love admire 
Who with unf{paring hand my whole imparts. 


b POETRY. 
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APOSTROPHE to em ANCIENT TREE, 
By CHARLOTTE SMITH, 


WHERE thy broad branches brave the bitter north, 
Like rugged, indigent, unheeded worth, 

Lo! vegetation’s guardian hands embofs 

Each giant lim with frondsof fludded mofs, 

That clothes the bark in many a fringed fold 

Begemm’d with fcarlet fhields, and cups of gold, 
Wich to the wildeft winds their webs oppofe, 

And mock the arrowy fleet or weltering fhows, 


But to the warmer weft the woodbine fair 
With talfels that perfum’d the fummer air, 
The mantling clematis, whofe feathery bowers 
Wav’d in feftoons with mghtfhade’s parple flowers, 
The filver weed, whofe corded fillets wove 
Round thy pale rind, even as deceitful love. 
Of mercenary beauty would engage 
The dotard fondnels of decrepit age ; 

All thele, thit during fummer’s halcyon days 
With their green canopies conceal’d thy fprays, 
Are gone for ever ; or disfigur’d, trail 

Their fallow relréts in the autumnal gale ; 

Or o’er thy roots, in faded fragments toft, 

But tell of happier hours, and fweetnefs lof! 


Thus in fate’s trying hour, when furious ftorms 
Strip focial life of pleafure’s fragile forms, 
And awful juftice, as his nghtfal prey 
Tears luxury’s filk and jewell’d robe dway, 
While reads adverfity her leffon flern, 
And fortune’s minions tremble as they learn; 
The crowds around her gilded car that hung, 
Bent the lithe knee, and troul’d the honey tongue, 
Defponding fall, or fly in pale defpair ; 
And {corn alone remembers that they were. 


Not fo integrity ; unchang’d he lives 
In the rude armour confcious honour gives, 
And dares with hardy front the troubled fky, 
In honefty’s uninjur’d panoply. 
Ne’er cn prolperity’s enfeebling bed 
Or rofy pillows he repos’d his head, 
But given to ufeful arts, his ardent mind 
Has fought the general welfare of mankind; 
To mitigate their ills his greateft blifs, 
While fludying them has taught them what he is; 
He, when the human tempeft rages worft, 
And the earth {hudders as the thunders burft, 
Firm, as thy northern blaft, is rooted faft, 
And if he can’t avert, endures the blaft, 
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The BEECH TREE’s PETITION. 
By Tuomas CAMPBELL. 


Oy ! leawe this barren fpot to me! 
Spare, woodman, {pare the beechen tree! 
Tho’ bufh or flow’ret never grow 

My dark, unwarming fhades below ; 
Nor fummer bud perfume the dew, 

Or rofy blufh or yellow hue ; 

Nor fruits of autumn, bloffom-born, 
My green and gloffy leaves adorn ; 

Nor murm’ring tribes from me desive 
Th’ ambrofial amber of the hive ; 

Yet leave this barren {pot to me— 

Spare, woodman, fpare the beechen tree ! 


Thrice twenty fummers I have feen 
The fky grow bright, the foreft green, 
And many a wintry wind have flood 
In Mlesastels, fruitiefs folitude, 

Since childhood, in my pleafant bow’r, 
Fir fi {pent its {weet and {portive hour— 
Since youthfu! lovers in my fhade 
‘Their vows of truth and rapture paid, 
And on my tronk’s {urviving frame 
Carv’d many a long-forgotten name. 

Oh! by the fighs of gentle found 

Firft breath’d upon this facred ground— 
By all that love bath whifper’d here, 
Or beauty heard with ravith’d ear, 

As love’sour altar, honour me— 

And fpare, Oh fpare the beechen tree ! 


— - - ———— _ __ 


42 ADDRESS. 





lp objeét of each fond defire, 

That love’sfoft pleafing pains infpire ; 
Source of each thought my foul can know, 
Of all my joy and all my woe. 


Dear maid! of every charm poffeft, 
That wounds the captive gazer’s breaft ; 
‘That o’er my foul foft fetters fteal, 

And prompt each pang my bofom feels. 


For whom, in anxious, doubtful fear, 

I heave the figh, and fhed she tear ; 
Who in this heart thy form might fee, 
Which pants alone, my love, for thee! 


Canft thou, my lovely charmer, fay 
No feelings in my bofom play? 

That cold and dead my paiiions move, 
Averfe to thee, unknown to Jove? 


Alas! toowild, without controul, 

The paflions riotin my foul ; 

And too, too fondly tor its eafe, 

My heart can fecl thy powcisio pleafe, 


T. 
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